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SPRITE ON

The newsletter of the
Sprite Car Club of QId Inc

W
MIDGET

The Sprite Car Club of Queensland Inc is open to and welcomes owners &
drivers of all vehicles. Our marque is Austin Healey Sprites, MG Midgets
and all of their derivatives.

Terry Burton with his People’'s Choice Sprite and raffle goodies




Club Information

Website
webadmin@spritecarclub.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1737942263157816/7

Correspondence

All correspondence is to be address to The Secretary: By mail:
Sprite Car Club of Qld Inc,

PO Box 82

Morningside. Qld. 4170

By email: secretary@spritecarclub.com

Meetings

Meetings are held the second Friday of each month 8pm, normally
at The Mustang Rooms, Jean Howie Drive, Morningside. and other
locations as scheduled. Check the calendar for exact dates and
locations.

https://lwww.spritecarclub.com/about-us/

Membership

Joining Fee:

New members pay a joining fee of $100.00 paid pro rata depend-
ing on the date of joining. This fee includes the joining fee, annual
membership fee for all family members residing at the same ad-
dress up to May, and 2 name badges.

Types of membership -

Full membership is for current owners of Sprites &/or Midgets.
Associate membership is for all others.

Annual membership:

Continuing members pay an annual membership fee which is cur-
rently $72.00 and is payable in May of each year. This fee includes
all family members who reside at the same address.

Club Banking

Details for direct deposits for membership fees, payments for
events, purchase of regalia, etc: BSB: 034 002

Account Number: 613033

Account name: Sprite Car Club of Qld Inc

NOTE: Please use your surname, initial and reason for payment
as the reference when making a payment.

Advertising

Members may place “For Sale” or “Wanted” ads in the Classifieds
section at no charge. Classified ads will be removed automatically
after a 3-month period, unless the editor is notified to either delete or
extend the advertising period. Ads should be emailed to the newslet-
ter editor. Contact the newsletter editor for further information.

For paid commercial advertising please contact the Treasurer.

Newsletter contributions

The cut-off date for contributions for the next newsletter is the 6th
of each second month, starting December 2023, but check with
the Editor for late inclusion possibilities. Please send articles in
Word
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PRESIDENT

Mark Gillman (markgillman@optusnet.com.au)
Club email: president@spritecarclub.com
Mobile: 0411 053 861

VICE PRESIDENT

Miles Griffiths

Club email: vicepresident@spritecarclub.com
Mobile: 0488 218 848

TREASURER

Matt Creagh

Club email: treasurer@spritecarclub.com
Home phone: 3053 2350

SECRETARY

David Chapman

Club email: secretary@spritecarclub.com
Mobile: 0418 887 199

Club Captain (Temporary)

David Chapman

Club email: captain@spritecarclub.com
Mobile: 0418887 199

Membership Managers

Keith and Karen Gordon

Club email: membership@spritecarclub.com
Mobile: 0432483228 Keith - 0412658415 Karen

Newsletter Editor

Carole Cooke (cazcooke30@gmail.com)
Club email: editor@spritecarclub.com
Mobile: 0481 480 017

Regalia & Assets Manager

Karen Gordon (keithkaren1975@gmail.com)
Club email: regalia@spritecarclub.com
Mobile: 0412658415

Website Manager

Mike Dwyer (dwyermj@bigpond.com)
Club Email: webadmin@spritecarclub.com
Mobile: 0409 809761

Facebook and Email Manager

Karen Gordon (keithkaren1975@gmail.com)
Club email: media@spritecarclub.com
Mobile: 0412658415

Gold Coast Chapter Representative
Gary Stevens (gsls65@hotmail.com)
Club email: goldcoast@spritecarclub.com
Home phone: 5575 9934

Sunshine Coast Chapter Representative
Chris Thwaites (cuthwa@bigpond.com)

Club email: sunshinecoast@spritecarclub.com
Mobile: 0403 426 233




President’s Report

Hello Members,

Hope you are all well. In the last couple of months we had some major events in our Club calendar.
Sprite Expo 2024 in August and All British Day 2024 in September. | hope the members that went
along to these events had a great time. Thank you for supporting the Club

We have now reached that exciting time of our yearly Club calendar where some big decisions will
need to be made at our Club AGM. | would like to encourage all members to come along to make
this a successful night in appointing a new Committee for our Club. All of the current Committee
members will be stepping down from their roles and several positions will be available for
new nomination. Any members that have thought about becoming a Committee member
now will be a good opportunity to come forward and offer fresh ideas for the 2025 Club year.

The last major Club event for the 2024 year will be the annual Club Christmas Party. The event has
been booked for Sunday 8th December for a Christmas lunch at the Tingalpa Hotel. We have used
this venue before with a good response from members that attended the 50th Club dinner. More
details will be sent out regarding the event in the next couple of months.

This will be my last President report for the Club Newsletter. | will be stepping down from my role as
Club President at the Club AGM and | am not sure, at this point, if | will be renominating for the position.
The role of President can be a very thankless volunteer position at times. In the last 3 years of being
in the role | can say | have had some of the highest of highs and lowest of lows. | have always tried to
do the right thing by The Sprite Club of QLD and it's members. Unfortunately, there have been a very
small amount of members and Committee members that | feel have had no respect for me while |
have been in the President’s role and have undermined my decision making at every opportunity
they get, these same members have also felt that they can do what ever they want and not follow
direction or simple rules set out by myself and the Club Committee. There are so many things that
go on behind the scenes of the Club that members sometimes are not aware of.

There are members that give a lot of time, effort and financial support to make sure that the Club
runs and events are successful as possible. They do this with minimal thanks because they actually
care about The Sprite Car Club of QLD and want it to remain successful. | like to describe these
members as givers and not takers from the Club. If | decide not to nominate for the President’s role,
| would like to wish the next member to step into the President’s role all the best in taking the Club
forward and making sure it continues to be successful. Lastly | would like to thank the Club Commit-
tee and the members that have supported and believed in me the last 3 years, | would not have got
through without your full support.

This month’s general meeting/AGM is back at the Mustang Room
club house, there will be no food available before the meeting but
there will be coffee and nibbles/cake available after the meeting
for members. All members are invited to come along.

| look forward to catching up with you there or at the next Club
event.

Thanks
Mark Gillman
Club President




AUGUST MONTHLY MEETING

Sprite Car Club of QId

Meeting: Mustang Club Room — Jean Date: 9t August 2024
Howie Drive

Chairperson: | Mark Gillman Minute Taker: David Chapman

Present:

As per Attendance Book — 13 total members attended — Michael Dix left

meeting sick leaving 12 members

Apologies:

Neville M, Walter W, Michael O, Chris and Kim B, Alec R

Next Meeting
Date:

11t October 2024

Minutes of

No matters arising. Minutes for January meeting accepted by Karen Gor-

Last Meeting |don
By whom

Topic Information

Mark welcomed and thanked everyone for attend- | Mark G
President’s |jng.
Report

He discussed the Expo under General Business

Matt went to see the auditor and had a complete Matt C

audit 2 days later. Matt has already picked up the

information and handed copies to the President and

Secretary and copies will be available at the AGM

on 11" October.

, The main expenses for the month was for purchase

Treasurer’s . :

of caps for regalia and cost of PO box at Morning-
Report :

side and bank charges.

If anyone requires any information regarding the

club’s financial position, please contact the treasur-

er.

Accepted by Miles

Mail received: David C

3 x Bank Statements

2 x Goblin magazines

1 x return to sender of membership card — Terry
Secretary’s | Burton
Report 1 x Motorsport 50™ Year certificate celebration for

the Sprite Club

1 x email from Moreton Shire Council confirming

Pelican Park for Sprite expo.




By whom

Topic Information
Keith advised there were 105 members and there Keith G
are still 4 members still yet to pay and 3 have paid
twice.
There are 5 new members since the last meeting:-
Paul & Natalie Gyetvay
John & Donna Hardy
Membership | Fin & Jodie Lordan
Reece & Amie Moir
Wayne & Dina Streathfield
John attended our meeting. His car has been
sitting for a number of years, but he has now got it
going. Unfortunately, the head gasket went on it the
other day.
Not applicable
Club Captain
Report
Sunshine The meeting was at the Beerwah Tavern. ltwas a |Karen
Coast good night. 18 members attended. Next meeting
Chapter Beachmere Hotel.
Meeting held at the Hope Island Tavern. 8 mem- Mark
bers attended. Next meeting at Nerang Hotel
Gold Coast | next week. Deb has a run on Sunday 25" August.
Chapter Breakfast run at Mt Tamborine starting at Yatala
Pies at 7.15am. Information available from Karen
on email.
Facebook / No change. All good Karen
Email
All okay from Mike. New computers all good except | Mike D
with the one with Keith. Mike to check it out as both
computers are the same. Keith cannot create email
Website account and it won’t open photos.
David suggested we get Geeks 2 U out to rectify the
problem.
Bought new caps as there were only 3 left in stock. |Karen G
Regalia Purchase price has increased and new caps will be
sold for $28.
Newsletter

All good. Expo results will be in the next newsletter

Carole C




GENERAL BUSINESS

General Sprite Expo — Pelican Park Clontarf: Mark G
Business Commence at 8.30 am.

Clive Coffee van will be there around 7.30am.

Matt needs 4 volunteers to help with raffle tick-
ets, regalia, the gate and the BBQ.

Gates open at 7.00am.

Matt has 8 bottles of wine as prizes as well as

donations by Gary (Gold Coast) and Mark Gill-
man.

All British Day — September:

Club to pay $20 entry fee.

Mark Gillman unavailable and we need a volun-
teer to co-ordinate the meeting point and pay-
ment.

Annual General Meeting — 11" October:
It will be good to see as many members as
possible at this meeting. All positions are up for

nomination.
Raffle Drawn No Raffles '-LEH.O . N '.E' ) .
Certain financial information
Meeting Closed | 8.04 pm has ”.Ol; been discio .ed as this
newsletterisaccessible to the
“| have sighted this document and believe public via the website. This
it is a true and accurate record of the meeting”. information can be provided

to club members by request to

Signed: the treasurer.

Midweek Run - July 29

Lovely day for a midweek run: coffee first then up to
Rod’s place to check out the ‘28 Chev (nice shed by
the way). Then off to Dayboro for lunch. Great compa-
ny and lots of conversation. Thank you Mike Millard for
organising this run.




Sprite Expo 2024 - August 11

This was held at Pelican Park, Clontarf on August 11. The weather was good this time. A great
day with prizes given and a very large raffle held. Thank you to all who donated for the raffle.
Results are printed but the photos come first.
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LET’S MAKE SPRITE EXPO GREAT AGAIN!!!
As a united group of Club members, let us all aim high for at least 50 Sprite Club cars and
25 or more invited cars to be at our 2025 Sprite Expo. Let’s build some excitement for the
premier event in our calendar again and make a personal commitment to be there next year!
Should we consider a venue change with better access to toilets? It is great to see the con-
stantly higher standards of presentation & restoration of our cars each year.

Yours Spritely, Alex Robertson.




Gold Coast Chapter Run -August 25

This run was organised by Debbie and Don and we met at Yatala Pies before a run to the Tamborine
Diner for breakfast. Atthe Diner we met up with new members Finn & Jodie Lordon, who were in their
Sprite, with the white stripe it was a match to Gary Stevens Lenham MG Midget. Also on the Run were
Mark, Jeanette and Sephora Gillman and Carole Cooke. We all enjoyed our breakfast there.

Thank you Debbie and Don

Coming Events

11th Club Meeting and AGM, Mustang club room, Jean Howie Drive Morningside
15th Sunshine Coast Dinner, 6pm Burpengary Tavern

16th Gold Coast Dinner, Helensvale Tavern

23rd Midweek Run, details to follow. (Mike Millard organizer)

NOVEMBER

5th Wide Bay Monthly Meet up - Contact Alex Robertson for details
8th Club Dinner, venue to be advised

13th Gold Coast Dinner, Hope Island Tavern

19th Sunshine Coast Dinner, 6pm Glasshouse Tavern

DECEMBER

3rd Wide Bay Monthly Meet up - Contact Alex Robertson for details
8th Club Christmas Party, Tingalpa Hotel, details to come

13th Club Meeting, Mustang Room, Jean Howie Drive Morningside
10th Sunshine Coast Dinner, 6pm Sundowner Hotel

12



All British Day - September 9




- i I I c «Engine Tuning & Modifications
Nlngl c aSSIc ar «Body Restoration & Modifications
Sp/eed S -Gearboxes & Diffs
«Machine Shop
The test bench has many advantages

e Uneven firing can be identified indicating oo
any significant areas of concern. : | y 7

- ' y > )
S A el |
ERBREES = =

vac)

e Dwell angle can be set more accurately

e Actual advance curve can be graphed and
modified.

e Vacuum advance can be tested.

It can handle 4, 6 or 8 cylinder distributors,
with either positive or negative earth.

St u a rt cutti ng ABN 63923624160

0418547140, 8 Snowgum Crt, Ningi Distributor test bench for analysing
stuart.sjcutting@bigpond.com distributor performance.

Sprite Parts

Sprite Parts servicing enthusiast since 1964

Sprite Parts supplies parts to enthusiast’s world wide

Sprite Parts is, and wants to remain, a small  specialist business
Sprite Parts gives persnnalfirat- hand assistance and advice.

Contact me by phone oremail me at any time for assistance with parts, prices, or technical information.
You will receive a promptreply.

We believe Sprite Partsis the only 5-5tar spares

supplier: - Low overheads -: Mo discounts-
everyone gets the same low trade price. v No
fancy facilities - justa compact workshop where
you and your car are sure to get personal
attention. v Fast, friendly and efficient service
-r Openfrom7am to 7pm, 7 days perweek.
Happy Spridgeting, and Avagoodday

Ph 0414 789 263 Fax: 02 9651 6703
Email = Colin@SpriteParts.com.au

14



Matt and Bron's Sprite Windscreen Woes

Bron and | drove down 1500 kims to the Victorian Sprite Nationals in mid March towing
my red 1965 Sprite on a trailer borrowed from Nev Mansfield. We were attending the 4 day Pre -
National event at Yackandandah 30 kims South of Wodonga. Got the car off the trailer and it was
missing badly so | bought a set of spark plugs and as | was fitting them the real cause emerged - the
lead from the distributor to the coil had come loose!

On the second day on my way for a 280 klm group tour | drove the Sprite 7 kims out of town and a
passing car threw a stone to hit my “safety glass” windscreen making it hard to see through.

On driving back 7 k’s | parked the car and when everyone arrived back in the afternoon | was put on
to Bob Lomas who lived just out of town. | picked up a windscreen inside a frame which were both
a bit damaged. So back at the motel it was discussed that | had Shannons Comprehensive Insur-
ance and you can get a free windscreen yearly at no cost. So | took the Lomas’ screen back to him.
The fellow Victorians said to me that you will get the screen on insurance but not the windscreen
rubbers (4 items).

| phoned Colin Dodds from Sprite Parts and he agreed to bring the new rubbers to the main event at
Wodonga - which he did. The car sat on the trailer during the whole 4 day event and eventually the
1500 KIm trip home. When | got home | phoned Shannons to register my damage. They said “go to
O’Briens”. | said | was going to another place called Moran Motor Glass nearby at Wakerley. They
said “OK , You pay the bill and we will reimburse you (if it's not exorbitant)”.

| phoned Moran and they said their autoclave oven was broken and would not be fixed for another 6
weeks. They make windscreens and the oven is the last process. So after 5 weeks | took the frame
for them to fit the screen with my new rubbers. To visit the factory | drove down a laneway with tall
grass growing out of pallets and other junkscattered about. | stopped at a door where the pallets
had 100 broken windscreens as a result of their oven overheating at Christmas. Steptoe and Son
come to mind.

The call came the next day that the screen was fitted in the frame and | went to pick it up and
paid cash $395. | asked Geoff to write on the invoice “paid cash” - which he did. He also said that
O’Briens would have charged $800. So | took it home and fitted the screen carefully by packing up
the brackets completely with no gaps before tightening the 4 bolts. No cracked bottom corner of the
windscreen the next day - success!

| had paid Sprite Parts $171 by EFT after | got home from Victoria and $395 cash for the screen. |
emailed the 2 invoices to Shannons and a few days later they asked me to phone them. The opera-
tor asked if | had proof of payment. | said yes as the invoice said “paid cash”. | went round and round
3 times and got a bit frustrated with the Indian. | asked to speak to his supervisor and got another
Indian. He spoke better English and | said that he should phone Geoff at Moran and confirm the
cash payment. He said to wait on hold while he phoned Moran. . o 0w ey
Two minutes later he confirmed that the claim would be paid so ﬂ;‘; 38 T f, 7 =3
long as | had proof of paying Sprite Parts (which | did). It seems a I
common fraud attempt on insurance companies is to get a quote L

and then claim the one windscreen per year.

The windscreen is new, the car is running well and the lesson
learned is that to pay cash and then claim on insurance can
cause difficulties.

Matt Creagh
15



Gold Coast Chapter Report

August Dinner Meeting - August 14

Nine club members attended our August dinner including new member John Hardy. Welcome to
the Club John. We thought of trying another new venue for this month and the Nerang RSL was
selected for a first time visit. A couple of us have been before and with my RSL membership card we
all received a members discount on the meals and drinks. This certainly helps a little with the cost
of keeping a Sprite on the road these days !! Unknown to me as the organiser, the Club is under
going a building expansion which reduced the car park capacity but attendees found some space in
the shopping centre car park across the road. It just happened to be a wet and dark night for those
unfamiliar with the area. We will make another night there when the extensions are completed to
give it our tick of approval.

September Meeting -September 18
After a couple of GC members had visited the Helensvale Tavern we all decided to give it a go for
our September meeting. It is a fairly central location for members north and south of the coast and
this was our first group meeting there. Eleven members attended with absences and apologies from
Peter and Jo Fellows and Bruce and Sandra Roberts. Peter is still in recovery mode after a knee
replacement but hopes to be back with us for the October meeting. Unfortunately Sandra has injured
her leg ( two fractures to her lower leg) and was in the John Flynn hospital. We wish them both a
speedy recovery and look forward to seeing them
at our future dinners and outings. The food was
a good standard and the prices also very reason-
able but the wait time for the meals was a little too
long. They apparently had a cook/chef call in sick
at the last moment resulting in the delays. | guess
we can'’t judge too hastily after only one visit. Our
next meeting is scheduled to be at the Hope Is-
land Tavern but as it has been closed for several
months for renovations we are not sure if this will
be available...we will wait and see.

Gary.

GILLBERT SPARES

Specialising in A’ Series

MARK: 0411 053 861
PHIL: 0408 183 432

SPRITE « MIDGET « MORRIS + AUSTIN
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For Sale - Spridgets & Parts.
Location : Hervey Bay.

Contact: Kevin Sly 0410 124579.

For Sale: AH Sprite sized enclosed car trailer
PRICE REDUCTION: NOW JUST $2K

Features:

tandem axle

electric brakes

seven pin round connector with seven pin flat adaptor
200AH AGM battery dated 10/6/21

tyres dated 16th week, 2022

4000kg electric winch

interior and exterior LED lights.

registered

Specs:

Tare: 800kg

GVM: 1990kg

car space dimensions:

3360mm long x 1555mm wide x 1335mm high

Condition is suitable for immediate use. Last service including new bearings in 2022, less
than 1,000km covered since then.
Contact: Nick on 0411077155

: 1=.I'.III_ (L :

. L, TV

_

The MG Car Club Midget Register December Car of the Month will be my '62 Midget (Annie)
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124 Evans Rd., P.O. Box 9, Salishur',r. d1EI?
P: 3277 3888 F: 3277 8520
E: info@ottoinstruments.com.au

Classic Car Instrument Restoration
Full repair & rebuild service on all makes of mstruments
« Dial restoration or replacement

« Capillary temperature gauges repaired
Bi-metal (hot wire) gauges rewound and calibrated
+ Speedo and tacho cables made to order

» Fuel tank sender units rewound and calibrated
s Special senders made to order

1150 service instruments from to-dav vehicles

Classic Car Clinic

Service. Restoration. Sales

CLASSIC CAR CLINIC IS NOW OPEN

Classic Car Clinic is now open with all new facilities more space and
of course our continued affection for all things classic Sprite
¥You'll be welcomed by some new Faces and familiar ones too.

Should it help in getting back from the new location, courtesy
transport can be provided and we can also offer a pick-up service
for your car too. We continue to operate during these times and we weélcome your business and
support. Please like us on Facebook and keep an eyve on our feed for Lpdams and Invites to future
events. Call us or email to make a booking and we look forward to .
se@ing you and your car here soon,

37 Lemana Lane, Burleigh Heads, 4220
Our new phone number is 5659 1455
info@classiccarclinic.com.au
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Regalia

MENS POLO

SHIRTS $45 Sizes S —5XL
LADIES POLO SHIRTS $45
Sizes 8-18

UNISEX LONG SLEEVE POLO SHIRTS
$45

SIZES SMALL TO 5XL

COLORS - BLACK, YELLOW, NAVY,
RED AND WHITE

SUN PROTECTION SHIRT — UPF 50

MENS OUTDOOR LONG SLEEVE SHIRT  $85

SIZE XXS-7XL

LADIES OUTDOOR LONG SLEEVE SHIRT $85 SIZE 8-24
AVAILABLE IN GREEN, BLUE, SAND, NAVY AND BLACK
UPF 50

BUCKET HATS $25
SIZES M/LAND L/XL

FLAT CAPS $28.00

CAPS $28.00 AVAILABLE IN
BLACK OR MAROON AND
GOLD

BEANIES $15 KEY RINGS $15

Sptite Car Club
Of Quoensiand Inc
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CAR FLAG $20

GRILL
BADGE $35

CLOTH SEW ON BADGE $10 AVAILABLE BLACK OR WHITE

P8 50 YEAR GRILLE BADGE
& $20 50 YEAR
= CLOTH GRILLE BADGE $15

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PURCHASE ANY REGALIA,

PLEASE EMAIL ME AT regalia@spritecarclub.com
20



Cars & Coffee Events - held monthly

View or bring your own muscle, classic, vintage, exotic, hstoric, rare and/or race cars and bikes.
It is a great opportunity for like-minded enthusiasts to meet and enjoy a delicious cup of coffee
and talk about all things motoring related. All types of cars and bikes are encouraged and wel-

come to join these family orientat-ed events.

BRISBANE
Coorparoo: 1st Saturday of each month, from 7:30am, Samios Foods, 37 Turbo Drive Coorpa-
roo Taigum: 3rd Saturday of each month, from 6:30am, Taigum Square, 217 Beams Rd, Taigum.
https://www.carsandcoffeebrisbane.com/

BRISBANE NORTH & NORTH WEST
North Lakes: 3rd Saturday of each month, 7-9am 21 Torres Cres North Lakes https://motoring
diary.com.au/event/cars-and-coffee-north-lakes/
Samford: 2nd Sunday of each month, from 7:30am, Shop 14, 19 Main Street, Samford Village
https://www.bgsclassiccars.com.au/carsandcoffee

SUNSHINE COAST
Coolum: 1st Saturday of each month, 7-10am at the German Bakehouse, 54 Junction Rd, Coolum
Beach. (Also open next door for a $5 entry fee is the private car collection of Frank Carroll and the
Sir Henry Royce Foundation.) https://www. facebook.com/carsandcoffeesunshinecoast/ https://
www.facebook.com/german-bakehousecoolumcafe/

GOLD COAST
Monthly coffee catch is back at Ormeau on the LAST SUNDAY of the month. Plenty of
carparking and a great coffee kiosk right there in the carpark in the middle of it all. The cafe has
gone through a complete renovation with plenty of seating and shaded areas.

Currumbin: 1st Sunday of each month, 8-11am, 639 Currumbin Creek Rd, Currumbin https://
cartorque.co/car-shows/cars-and-coffee-currumbin-valley-qld-3535

NORTHERN NSW
Byron Bay: 2nd Sunday of each month, 8:30-11:30, The Farm at Byron Bay, 11 Ewingsdale Rd,
Ewingsdale (approx. 5 minutes drive from Byron Bay). There is a $2 donation per car to cover
costs. http://byronbayspeedshop.com/cars-and-coffee-byron-bay/

NOTE: Always check with the Club Website and/or Facebook page for any last- minute changes
to the events or any new events which may not be included here. COVID 19 may have affected
these events
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This has been scanned from the March 1998 edition of Classic and Sport Car. Mike Dwyer

BEST BUY l

Jon Pressnell throws back the canvas on Britain’s favourite, cheap, fun sports car

Austin-Heale
and MG

f you want a small Britsh sports car, the
choice (unless you sray o the outer
edges of freakery) is a simple ome - MG
MidgevAvsan-Healey Sprite or Spirfire.
If yom appreciate a roomier cockpit and
less spartan trimy, the Trinmph may be more
yonir thing. Burt il snappy handling and hanea
simplicity is your bag, think Spridger.
But which Spridger? Thereare 13 versions
of post-Frogeye Sprite and Midger (hence
*Spridger’), and a surprisingly big difference
herween a 61 Sprite and a*79 Midger 1500,
- The shding-sidescreen cars — Spriw
MEIT and Midger Mkl —are the rarest.
I'hey have the crudity of the removable
sidescreens, but in return have the most | |
spacis cockpit, becanse !
of their hallowed-oun
doors. They also

=y

PHOTCGRAPHY
JAMES MARRY

Only the badge and certain
cosmetic differences separate a
Sprite from a Midget of the same era

have the Frogeye's quarter-clliptic rear suspen-
sion, which means a rendency w oversteer i
extremis. Theres less "lac on the handling than
the more benign semi-cllipric cars and more
inseam TESPOMSCS.

Thase relatively few survivors are almoss
certain to have been bodged or be in poor
condition; addionally, the early 10YSec engine
is known for its weak bottom

Sorite
idget

end. As a result mostwill have been replaced by

a laver 1W8ce unit or given a 127 3ec engine.

You might also feel that an early car s less
usable. With the lower windscreen and the slid-
ing sidescreens, visibility is less good, while

werformance will be relatively lessurely. The
[|:|i|1|-|1-j,'t surself hood 15 another demerit.
Bridgimg the gap between the sidescreen
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Spridgers and the 1275 is the Sprive METTL
Midget MEL duo. These havea deeper screen
and wind-up windows but the pay-off is
restricted elbow roomand the loss of tfu:r_ Ap
cious door pockets. I'here is also semi-elliptic
rear -.‘:nrnu_,ung, which EL'H_'- mare secure
handling and a slightly lcss abrape ride. The
fiddly separately-framed hood  remains,
however, though many find the flat rear deck
more pleasing than that of the 1275-on
versions, with their integral hoo.

The 12750 Spridgets are the best for
weneral wse. “The engine is a honey and
;ldulu archy fast, and the bood is a definite leap
forward, But which 1273 should vou choose?

The madel everyone guns for3s the *rownd-
arch’ Midger. Sure it fooks berrer, with those
opencd-out arches, butapart from that its juse
another BL-facelift Spridger, with mare-black
tart-up and irs cheapened rim and fnings.
Lnless vou're really sold on the lonks, vou
mmierhit as well buy an earlier square-arch car,

And if you're going 1 do :]]u*. the best buy,
i G4 mion, 15 A pre- .Jtt‘llrt\,]l'!'lt or Midger,
with its BMC-style trim, chrome interior
handles, and refreshing absence of mar black,
The only downside is that the big chrome
bumpers loak 2 tad clumsy in comparison with
the slimline blades of the Tacelift cars.

The 1306 Fora long dme regarded as the
& runt in the liner, this uglificd "llln"u.! auffers
tru]u short engine lite and less accurate
b handling, bt offers mnproved perfor-
b mance and a more durable gearbox with
- synchronised fiest gear. Tts nor m be
discvamied.

Behind the wheel

Fast, friendly responses make it entertaining (and entertainingly quick) on tight roads

able to fit the car: i you're 3 big boke youT find things a hede tight [0 2 small car and even small-
iah people will find themselves driving with 3 bent-arm position and (in cars with wind-up
windows) their elbows dighty constrained.

The Nipside is that a Spridget behaves as a small sports car shauld. On owin carburemors even the
showest of the early cars feeks zippy and responsive, and the key controls have a defitious precision. In
particular, the stearing is light and quick, the gearchange rifle-bolt accurate. Afirm ride reinforces the
message - theugh at the price of some abrupness on quarter-elliptic cars. On owisty
roads.a Spridget can prove surprisingly fast, is quick responses allowing it

tar be pushed hard in comgarative safety. Ifyou do gecit out of shape, '
you won't suffer any of the nastiness displayed by early Spitfires,
gither:the leaf-sprung rear doesnt give huge lovels of grip, but the
car xhways remains prediciable and dhe e s quite easy to catch.
The disc/drum brakes wsed on all but $48zc cars are fine.
especially if braided hoses are fired.

The |500ce model has more performance — in standard
formits the sole |00mph Spridpet = and is more lazly
rorquey than A-series cars The natchy gearchange is less
ingtang, however, and the handiing more ponderous — there’s
more roll and sudden direcsion changes unsetthe the car This

toss of handling crispress can be restored by quite
strasghtforward suspensicn tweaks,

A far as performance goes,a 948cc Spridget will just about hit

85mph, while 2 1275 has a maximam speed about |0mph higher.
That's reae a huge amount of oomph, but its more accesshie
than on some modern | -vabe carsa decent Spridget will
pull seranghy without
your having to rev
its head off,
This pleasant flexibdliny is
allied to keen fuel conumption:
even the author's mmed |393cc
Midget gves up to I6mpg.
Lase of all,a Spridget is
surprisingly practical The boot
SpACe isn't vast, but at the
expense of sesthetics you could add
a rack = and thare’s a good ameunt of
g behind the seats. especally on cars with
hood, Lift out the passenger seat cush-
T with a few bungy seraps,and ir's amazing
YO can transport around.

D riving a Spridget s a blast - it makes an MGE seem like a blunderbuss. But first you have 1o be

L'
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Body style
and ‘interior

wst because it% a cuee lirtle SPOTLS Car,
don't be seduced by a shing Spridger. In
fact, he even more alers; there are |:.|¢_-n|;:,
ot cers that glimmer only to deceive.
The good news is that you can geea
prerey reasonable idiea of'a cars condition
without having to grovel undemeath it We'll
asswme the car lnoks smary, thewgh vou'll wane
tercheck it isn'y full of filler by guictly running
a magnet over sills, wings, door borroms,
-posts and  all
other obvious mron
bl spoas, Then st
@ poant-hy-poim
towp-decks exming
mon, detiled below,
[f the results are
CRCOUTREING, v
can  follow - this
with an underside
mspeetion = being
Lo e ] ||I 11} i!['l'l_' :Ll'll,t
e any axle stands,
But even Dbefore
going this far, be
\I.."i'i I‘i{ (ERTTLS 1:|t- o CUur
that has a Jav rl.'i||:.'

3\

Bubbling or rat on the rear wing fareard of the
wheelarch is not 2 good sign: e adacent sill is ey
to be rotten as well In the same area, feel inside the
arch and see # the and of the sl is holed. Evidence of
SErioUs FUST OF poar repairs here signals that the area
dlose to the all-important frant spring hanger may be
weale. The boteam of the rear wing and the wheolarch
lip ean alse rot out

If the boot floor cutbaard of the reinforcing
diaphragm is holed. the rear spring mounts are in
peril. Mow feel up the inside of the wing:d theresa
Ene of weld you'll know the wing has had a repair
panel feg in. 54l in the boat.the jain
between the boot Moor and the
roar panel aften rots.

Pra-15970 cars lack the
black sills of later cars;
wires wore optional

Black-crackle dash was unchanged exeept In detail from 1964 until the end of production

undersepled chassis. [0% far better w he able w
see where honest repairs have been camed our
—andd chere’ nothing wremg with patch repaies
if they've been done properly,

Your miain underside preccoupanons sheuld
b with the sills and the nrea around che from
hangers for the rear springs. Replacing the
mer and outer sills s Tikely w involve knock-

Door gaps showd be even from side 1o side bt
mare importantly from top to bottom. If they are
tight at the top and wider at the bettom cither tha
sill has weakened and the car is folding inthe
middie.or the car has been poorly supported
during sill replacement — which could equally have
resulted in wide gaps at the top and narrow gaps at
the battom, [dealfy, the door should atea shut fAush
against the adyoining pancls, but to achieve this
requires a degree of finesse that few
owners achieee

etn work on the A-posts and could easily cost
vou EHN 4 side, Repainng the boxes in which
the fromt of the rear springs sitisn't going 1o
give vou any change from £700 che pair. [3ial
i close o E500 1 hoth Mo ipans need replac-
ing, and you'll appreciate the need o ke your
time over the |J-ij|l."-n sk inspection,

4 well as corrosion prodlems, look also for

Qpen a door and pull it up and dowsnIf there's
movernent that cannot be atributed 1o warn
hinges, then the A-post — which is often rusty and
stuffied with Fler — is dmost corainly corroded,
Inspect the past carefully while the deor is open,
and ake check to see if the docr batam Iz holed, if
the doer doesn't shut witheut 3 pood shm, theait's
probably not ficting the aperture commectly, again
suggesting thar there are problems with the sfll which
might be expetsive to rectify ]
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Spare in boot encourages inventive packing

accident damage. A comman giveaway 152 kink
i the chassis berween the end of the frong clus-
sis rail and the beginning of the sear runner.
More banal, bt sl a potential cavse of outlay,
isa holed petrol tank. These tend o rustalong
their topedge and will sex you back £7(),

T he state of the interior and weather gearis
far less of 3 worry than the bodvwork. Every-
thing is available at reasonable prives, and there
is plenty of scope for improving the trim of
veur Spriclger. The bigger specialists offer
leather seats, for instance, and the MG
Owners” Club sevessory catalogue is partico-
larly strong on interior dress-up ivems such as
seats, huuny trim panels, and even (ifyou muost)
wood dashboard mim. With ready-to-go rim
kits and ready-made scar covers, re-trimming
a Spridger vourself is dead easy = just don'y
underestimare how the expenses Gin meunt up,

The join between frong wing and sill_and wing and
A-post, should be open to allow water to drain away.
If these |ains have been filled, alarm bells should sart
to ring because [t means that the ar has been
'Y bodged Bubbling paintar the rear, where the
wing abuts the A-post and the sill, is aften an
indicamion that the inner wing s holed. Also
feel inside the frant whealurch and
see if the end of the sill has
rusted through,

WHICH IS WHICH
Sprite Mkll (HANE) Midget Mkl {GANI).
Interior and mechanicals much as Frogeye: 748cc
giving 46.5bhp; quarter-elliptic rear springs; drum
brakes. Flat keathercloth-covered dash. Midges has
more piping on sears, carpet on bottom of backrests,
padded dash-top, better calibraton of instruments;
waisthine and bannet sorips. Current 196 1-62
Sprite Midl (HAMT) Midget Mid (GARZ) Frst
of |098cc Spradgets, with small maing’ S5bhp unit,
alse maore rabust (baulk-ring) gearbox and front
disc brakes. Horseshoe-patrern seat piping on
both models:padded redl to top and batwom of
dash.Wires optional on all but very first cars.
Current | 962-64.
Sprite Midll (HAMNEMidgat Midl (GAMNIL
Improved 1098¢c englne (5%bhp): winding
windows: semi-olliptic rear. Both cars share new
black-crackle dashboard and Midge-style whice-
on-black dials, plus wire-spoke steering wheel
Mew design of hardtop with rear quarter-
windows. Current | %64-66.
Sprite MiIV (HAMT) Midget Midll {GARN4).
Gains 1275 engine (65bhp) and integral
conwertible heod. Interior as before, untl
harizonwally fiured reclining seats introduced in
Drecember 15968 — at which tme MG loses bonnet
strip. Current 1966-69,
Sprite MilV (HARN |0y Midget Ml (GAMNS).
Facelifred ‘British Leytand’ models, both identical

but for badges: machanically unchanged. Heat-

embeossed bidder-pattern sears:new alloy-spoked
steering wheel, Mart-back grille:steel Rostyle
wiheeb: simiine burmnpers with split rear bumper:
matt-black sills with ehrame finisher; square-cut
fight clusters. Current 1969-7 | (Sprite 1969-70)
Sprite MidV (AAN 0} Shortived Austin Sprite’,
made following tenmination of agreement with
Healey company. Only 1022 buile, Current
Jarasary-Juby 1971

Midget Midll (GAMNS) The round-arch’ car, with
v stybe of Roscyle wheel, Mechanically unchanged,
until Trivmph steering rack replaces Minor wnitin
January |97 front anti-roll bar standard from
August 1573 on UK cars. Rocker switches and
plastic door-pult straps only internal changes.
Current 1971-74,
Midget 1500
(GANE) The ‘rubber
bumper’ Midget
Spidfire | 300 Triumph
engine with Marina/
Dolomizel/Toledo
corporate BL
gearbox — meaning
synchronised firss
gearVWire wheels no
longer UK -avadable
after 1976 Last 500
home-market cars
painted black
Current 197479,

The front of the bonnet rusts through: this (s
unsightly but nos serous, as repair sections are
avaitable. The bootlid never fits well, 3o don't be
abarmwed if it stands a livde proud. Both front and rear
APITAYS. Can rot, Lo,

The outer sills should not be cormoded. If they are,
this will generally be evident, but pressing firmly on the
rretal will reveal if the sill is weak, Beware a car fitted
wath chromed sill covers: you mever know what might
be lurking wnderneath.

Lift the carpets and check the sill-to-loor joint
because this s often rusted throwugh. The front inner
wings are hi¢den by orim panels, but oy 1o gauge
their candition as best you can Floorpans rust,
commanty aided by the soaking that carpers often
receive, so check these carefully before moving
your examinaton to the back. Try tolifc the bomem
of the carpet that covers the rear heelboard,
Corrasion here means that the frong spring hanger
boses and thelr surrounding structure may be
dangeroushy eaten awy
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he Spridger is a :
simple car built
using  well-tried
components from
BMC/BL. saloon
cars, Mot least of those is the A-
series engine, used inall exceg
the Triumph-powered 1300
The cail and wishbone front
suspension comes from  the
Austin AMVA3S, as does the
rear axle {essentially shared with
the Minor), and the swering is
by Minor eack unnl 1972 and
by a Triumph Herald/Spitfire
unit thl.:l'ﬁ:ilh".'l'-
With its leaf-sprung rear end
- gpuarrer-elliptics uoril 1964,
semi-elliptics  afterwards -
there’s nothing fancy abour the
car, and this ranslates into low-cost mainte
nance, easy DY and low pars prices.
Commonality with ather cars helps: its good
to b able o buy a rear wheel L'].'E:u!cr Fsr 2
wenmer across the counter at Halfords, because
it’s shared with the Mini or the Metro,
Simplicty doesn'tmean freedom from faules,
though. In particular, the frone suspension is a
notoriously hornble pece of design, good for

Sprite MiY,
buile in May 1969

ALl

Technical and mechanics

A-series mildly tuned: good performance and fuel econormy

maybe three years of use before needing full
replacement. To problems of premarure wear
vou can add a dose of washed-our handling it
your lever-arm dampers are tired. As recondi-
tioned dampers are likely to have been
‘overhanled’ (whatever that means) perhaps up
tor 10 timesin their life, vou're bener off splash-
INg OUL 0N Rew Units O going over to i
telescopic conversion from Frontline Spridger.

Turming to engines, the Sprive MELLN Ti\_ih_;:
MkD 098 e wnies (those with small 140 main
bearings and the engine nomber prefix ‘10
CA3) have a weaker botom end. Mast of
these engines, however, have now been
repliced by later unirs with 2in mains,
B | hese other A-series engines are
sturdy units gocod for at least 100,000
P, miles between overhauls = oil leaks
from the rear mmin bearing seal are che
only common problem. The Triumph engine
in the 1500, by conereast, 15 lueky o li.'u; much
beyond 50,000 miles, When the car is sitting,
the oil drains our of the filter, and constant

Sidelights were lowered |in at the

“Smooth’ larmps became squared off for 1970

end of 1968

PARTS PRICES 'w

SPECIALISTS starting with no oil pressure soon knocks out
Moss London Richmond Surrey T the big ends. A bad ratle on seart-up indicates Wishbone & kingpin assembly (pr)* £143
| (OB 948 E666); FETR Wi imminent engine rebuild, Dampers, front (new) £72
| Mass Bristol Bristol, Avon (01 17 923 2523).PE These poines apar, its good news all the Rear telescopic comversion £i26
Brown & Gammons Baldock, Herts way. No classic cars in the world have betrer Front telescopic conversion £326
(D1462 490045y PETSR specialist suppaort than the MGEB and the Sprid- Rear springs (pr) £74
MGB Hive Vishech,Cambs (01545 TOOS00) PER get, and everything from a washer to a new Steering rack (late)* £56
Ron Hoplinson Parts Centre TL Fleritage bodyshellis avalabile, There are alsa Engine, | 275/1500 {unleaded)* £685
Crerby (01 332 756056); PE pountless specialists. The biggest is Moss Inter- Gearbox* £464
ME&G International Birkenhesd MML | ] national, which has eight UK branches. Moss || Clutch idt (three-piece) £69
{0151 666 166b), PE director Graham Paddy knows more abour Master cylinder £42
Bromsgrave MG Centre Brom Spridgets than most people could ever hope 1o Trimn kit £105
|| Worcs (01527 879909); PETSR £ ¢ | accumulare, and his help was invaluable in Seat covers (pair) £128
Nottingham MG Centre Cobwick, - compiling rhis fnre. Carpet set £70
Mautingham (01 15 %61 5283), PET5R Because of the muscle of such finms, virt- I Hood with header rail £201
MechSpee Worksap, Motts (01909 482775); ally evervthing is now being remanufactured. Rear bumpaers, slimline {pair) £T8
Moto-Build Houwsslow, Middlesex L | Panels, part-pancls and repair seetions look Radiator, new £76
(D181 572 BTy PETSR - ter the bodvwprk side, virmally all gearbux Front wing £11%
Motorspeed Selsey Vst Sussex p it - v being macle, and viou can bay Rear wing lower half £53
(01243 60T666) R crfivy J-and-pinion sets on exchange. A-post cover assembly £16
Sussex Classic Car Parts Partridge Green, A further bonus is the wide range of mning Heritage bodyshell £2185
West Sussex (01403 7 |550);P and upratng gear available. With a fully * Exchange reconditioned units
I Thig Is a very sefective list of countdess MG balanced and gently taned 1275 you'll give any
PArtE. restaranon and sales specialists, MGB a good run for its money, while sall turn- Prices from Moss London
ing in good mpe figures - and with the wide || (0181 948 6668) and includeVAT
Key. P - parts: M — machining: E - exchange availability of unleaded-compatible heads you Engine price from EMS
engines: T— trim; §—sales:R - restoration need have no worries about the impending || (01909 482645) and includes VAT
{IEI rl‘l!iﬁ T]*‘ﬁ)l.ll'—.‘i.t:l'r.
— e
i
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TECHNICAL HIGHLIGHTS
Gearboxes on f-ceries Midgers don't last lang.
Peopie crash the unsmchronized firstand the dabris
from ground gears eventually knocks out the 'bex. 5o
beware of excessive nolse in first gear,as this hints 2t
future trouble The | 500 gearbox is mare robust. and
with synchro on first It doesns fall prey to the
probiems of the A-zeries box.

The carbon clutch release bearing on A-serics
Spricgnts has a relatively shore life. Limited pedal travel
is & sign of problems. The rolier-bearing release an the
1500 i much better

The back axle is often noisy but rarely fails An
exception is the higher-ratio 3.7:1 differential fireed o
1500 from August 1977 {from car rumber GANG-
200001 ): this is made of thinner metsl and it's
eommon for teeth o rip off the plnion, Halfshafts are
fine in nommal use, but won't @ke sifly abuse, and there
are stories of sub-standard parvern’ shafts breaking,

A clicking when you mbke up drive SUEEesTs wWodn
propshadt Ujs Fally, rear springs are prone (0 5g-

Brakes are soraightforward — and there's no ser
o wrong, A lang handbrake trwvel may be caused by

worn clevises: i each joing
in th besver system is
worn, free movement will
build up. The handbrake
can also come undone at
the transrmission twnnel,
and the maunting plate
can break.The lever
sheadd ot have any
sidoways movement.

The front suspension i
the Spridget’s Achilles
heed,and kasts for about
20,000 miles. The main
problem s that grease
does not adequately travel
along the threaded lower
fubcrum pin. Dried our this then wears the thread in
the wishione pan, Putting a new fulcrum pin in an old
wishbane pan achieves nathing,and you might as well
replace the kingpins while you're about it as they will
probably also be wornWWhile on the job, you might as
well replice the front damgers. The lesson for buyers!
¥ the car hasn't had a recent full suspenston cverhaul,
budges for ane.

Wire wheels suffer from worn splines and loose
spaloes, A cicking noise on acceleraton and
deceleration hints atwomn splines, though a spat af
grease may be all that's needed, Frankly you're better
advised not 1o bother with wires, but if you realy want
them you can buy comversion kits for cars with balz
on wheels.

In-and-cut movement at the stearing wheel on
a car with a callapsible column s likety o be a result of
fracoured shearpins on the column Lifs = a comman
cause is someone walloping the steering whael in an
cifort to remove it Addidonally at che rack the sphines
and the column-securing pinch bolc can wear,
Up-and-down ravement at the wheel suggests

warn bushes in the rack, while a flaating rack on
Minvar-sceered cars (those made before January [972)
could well rmean that the allay rack camps need
pe-shimming with new paper gaskers. |

Classic & Sports Car - 11D

27




