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SPRITE ON

The newsletter of the 
Sprite Car Club of Qld Inc

The Sprite Car Club of Queensland Inc is open to and welcomes owners & 
drivers of all vehicles. Our marque is Austin Healey Sprites, MG Midgets 

and all of their derivatives.

Terry Burton with his People’s Choice Sprite and raffle goodies      



Club Information
Website
webadmin@spritecarclub.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1737942263157816/7

Correspondence
All correspondence is to be address to The Secretary: By mail: 
Sprite Car Club of Qld Inc,
PO Box 82
Morningside.  Qld. 4170
By email: secretary@spritecarclub.com

Meetings
Meetings are held the second Friday of each month 8pm, normally 
at The Mustang Rooms, Jean Howie Drive, Morningside. and other 
locations as scheduled.  Check the calendar for exact dates and 
locations.
https://www.spritecarclub.com/about-us/

Membership
Joining Fee:
New members pay a joining fee of $100.00 paid pro rata depend-
ing on the date of joining. This fee includes the joining fee, annual 
membership fee for all family members residing at the same ad-
dress up to May, and 2 name badges.
Types of membership -
Full membership is for current owners of Sprites &/or Midgets. 
Associate membership is for all others.
Annual membership:
Continuing members pay an annual membership fee which is cur-
rently $72.00 and is payable in May of each year. This fee includes 
all family members who reside at the same address.

Club Banking
Details for direct deposits for membership fees, payments for 
events, purchase of regalia, etc: BSB:	 034 002
Account Number:	       613033
Account name:	       Sprite Car Club of Qld Inc
NOTE: Please use your surname, initial and reason for payment 
as the reference when making a payment.

Advertising
Members may place “For Sale” or “Wanted” ads in the Classifieds 
section at no charge. Classified ads will be removed automatically 
after a 3-month period, unless the editor is notified to either delete or 
extend the advertising period. Ads should be emailed to the newslet-
ter editor. Contact the newsletter editor for further information.
For paid commercial advertising please contact the Treasurer.

Newsletter contributions
The cut-off date for contributions for the next newsletter is the 6th 
of each second month, starting December 2023, but check with 
the Editor for late inclusion possibilities. Please send articles in 
Word
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President’s Report
Hello Members,
 
Hope you are all well. In the last couple of months we had some major events in our Club calendar. 
Sprite Expo 2024 in August and All British Day 2024 in September. I hope the members that went 
along to these events had a great time. Thank you for supporting the Club
. 
We have now reached that exciting time of our yearly Club calendar where some big decisions will 
need to be made at our Club AGM. I would like to encourage all members to come along to make 
this a successful night in appointing a new Committee for our Club. All of the current Committee 
members will be stepping down from their roles and several positions will be available for 
new nomination. Any members that have thought about becoming a Committee member 
now will be a good opportunity to come forward and offer fresh ideas for the 2025 Club year.
 
The last major Club event for the 2024 year will be the annual Club Christmas Party. The event has 
been booked for Sunday 8th December for a Christmas lunch at the Tingalpa Hotel. We have used 
this venue before with a good response from members that attended the 50th Club dinner. More 
details will be sent out regarding the event in the next couple of months.
 
This will be my last President report for the Club Newsletter. I will be stepping down from my role as 
Club President at the Club AGM and I am not sure, at this point, if I will be renominating for the position. 
The role of President can be a very thankless volunteer position at times. In the last 3 years of being 
in the role I can say I have had some of the highest of highs and lowest of lows. I have always tried to 
do the right thing by The Sprite Club of QLD and it’s members. Unfortunately, there have been a very 
small amount of members and Committee members that I feel have had no respect for me while I 
have been in the President’s role and have undermined my decision making at every opportunity 
they get, these same members have also felt that they can do what ever they want and not follow 
direction or simple rules set out by myself and the Club Committee. There are so many things that 
go on behind the scenes of the Club that members sometimes are not aware of. 

There are members that give a lot of time, effort and financial support to make sure that the Club 
runs and events are successful as possible. They do this with minimal thanks because they actually 
care about The Sprite Car Club of QLD and want it to remain successful. I like to describe these 
members as givers and not takers from the Club. If I decide not to nominate for the President’s roIe, 
I would like to wish the next member to step into the President’s role all the best in taking the Club 
forward and making sure it continues to be successful. Lastly I would like to thank the Club Commit-
tee and the members that have supported and believed in me the last 3 years, I would not have got 
through without your full support.
 
This month’s general meeting/AGM is back at the Mustang Room 
club house, there will be no food available before the meeting but 
there will be coffee and nibbles/cake available after the meeting 
for members. All members are invited to come along.
 
I look forward to catching up with you there or at the next Club 
event.
 
 
Thanks
Mark Gillman
Club President
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AUGUST MONTHLY MEETING

Meeting:
Sprite Car Club of Qld 
Mustang Club Room – Jean 
Howie Drive

Date:  9th August 2024

Chairperson: Mark Gillman Minute Taker: David Chapman

Present: As per Attendance Book – 13 total members attended – Michael Dix left 
meeting sick leaving 12 members

Apologies: Neville M, Walter W, Michael O, Chris and Kim B, Alec R
Next Meeting 
Date:

11th October 2024

Minutes of 
Last Meeting

No matters arising. Minutes for January meeting accepted by Karen Gor-
don

Topic Information
By whom

President’s
Report

Mark welcomed and thanked everyone for attend-
ing.  

He discussed the Expo under General Business

Mark G

Treasurer’s 
Report

Matt went to see the auditor and had a complete 
audit 2 days later. Matt has already picked up the 
information and handed copies to the President and 
Secretary and copies will be available at the AGM 
on 11th October.
The main expenses for the month was for purchase 
of caps for regalia and cost of PO box at Morning-
side and bank charges.

If anyone requires any information regarding the 
club’s financial position, please contact the treasur-
er.

Accepted by Miles

Matt C

Secretary’s 
Report

Mail received:
3 x Bank Statements
2 x Goblin magazines
1 x return to sender of membership card – Terry 
Burton
1 x Motorsport 50th Year certificate celebration for 
the Sprite Club
1 x email from Moreton Shire Council confirming 
Pelican Park for Sprite expo.

David C
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Topic Information
By whom

Membership

Keith advised there were 105 members and there 
are still 4 members still yet to pay and 3 have paid 
twice.
There are 5 new members since the last meeting:-

Paul & Natalie Gyetvay
John & Donna Hardy
Fin & Jodie Lordan
Reece & Amie Moir
Wayne & Dina Streathfield

John attended our meeting.  His car has been 
sitting for a number of years, but he has now got it 
going.  Unfortunately, the head gasket went on it the 
other day.

Keith G

Club Captain 
Report

Not applicable

Sunshine 
Coast 
Chapter

The meeting was at the Beerwah Tavern.  It was a 
good night. 18 members attended. Next meeting 
Beachmere Hotel.

Karen

Gold Coast 
Chapter

Meeting held at the Hope Island Tavern.  8 mem-
bers attended.  Next meeting at Nerang Hotel 
next week. Deb has a run on Sunday 25th August.  
Breakfast run at Mt Tamborine starting at Yatala 
Pies at 7.15am.  Information available from Karen 
on email.

Mark

Facebook / 
Email

No change. All good Karen

Website

All okay from Mike.  New computers all good except 
with the one with Keith.  Mike to check it out as both 
computers are the same.  Keith cannot create email 
account and it won’t open photos.

David suggested we get Geeks 2 U out to rectify the 
problem.

Mike D

Regalia
Bought new caps as there were only 3 left in stock.  
Purchase price has increased and new caps will be 
sold for $28.

Karen G

Newsletter All good.  Expo results will be in the next newsletter Carole C
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GENERAL BUSINESS

General 
Business

Sprite Expo – Pelican Park Clontarf:
Commence at 8.30 am.
Clive Coffee van will be there around 7.30am.
Matt needs 4 volunteers to help with raffle tick-
ets, regalia, the gate and the BBQ.
Gates open at 7.00am.
Matt has 8 bottles of wine as prizes as well as 
donations by Gary (Gold Coast) and Mark Gill-
man.

All British Day – September:
Club to pay $20 entry fee. 
Mark Gillman unavailable and we need a volun-
teer to co-ordinate the meeting point and pay-
ment.

Annual General Meeting – 11th October:
It will be good to see as many members as 
possible at this meeting.  All positions are up for 
nomination.

Mark G

Raffle Drawn No Raffles

Meeting Closed 8.04 pm

“I have sighted this document and believe 
it is a true and accurate record of the meeting”.

Signed: 

PLEASE NOTE:
Certain financial information 
has not been disclosed as this 
newsletter is accessible to the 
public via the website.  This 
information can be provided 
to club members by request to 
the treasurer.

Midweek Run - July 29
Lovely day for a midweek run: coffee first then up to 
Rod’s place to check out the ‘28 Chev (nice shed by 
the way). Then off to Dayboro for lunch. Great compa-
ny and lots of conversation. Thank you Mike Millard for 
organising this run.
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Sprite Expo 2024 - August 11
This was held at Pelican Park, Clontarf on August 11. The weather was good this time.  A great 
day with prizes given and a very large raffle held.  Thank you to all who donated for the raffle.  
Results are printed but the photos come first.   
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LET’S MAKE SPRITE EXPO GREAT AGAIN!!!
As a united group of Club members, let us all aim high for at least 50 Sprite Club cars and 
25 or more invited cars to be at our 2025 Sprite Expo.  Let’s build some excitement for the 
premier event in our calendar again and make a personal commitment to be there next year!  
Should we consider a venue change with better access to toilets?  It is great to see the con-
stantly higher standards of presentation & restoration of our cars each year.     

						      	
Yours Spritely, Alex Robertson.  
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Gold Coast Chapter Run -August 25
This run was organised by Debbie and Don and we met at Yatala Pies before a run to the Tamborine 
Diner for breakfast.  At the Diner we met up with new members Finn & Jodie Lordon, who were in their 
Sprite, with the white stripe it was a match to Gary Stevens Lenham MG Midget. Also on the Run were 
Mark, Jeanette and Sephora Gillman and Carole Cooke. We all enjoyed our breakfast there.

Thank you Debbie and Don

Coming Events
11th Club Meeting and AGM, Mustang club room, Jean Howie Drive Morningside
15th Sunshine Coast Dinner, 6pm Burpengary Tavern
16th Gold Coast Dinner, Helensvale Tavern
23rd Midweek Run, details to follow. (Mike Millard organizer)
 
NOVEMBER
5th Wide Bay Monthly Meet up - Contact Alex Robertson for details
8th Club Dinner, venue to be advised
13th Gold Coast Dinner, Hope Island Tavern
19th Sunshine Coast Dinner, 6pm Glasshouse Tavern
 
DECEMBER
3rd Wide Bay Monthly Meet up - Contact Alex Robertson for details
8th Club Christmas Party, Tingalpa Hotel, details to come
13th Club Meeting, Mustang Room, Jean Howie Drive Morningside
10th Sunshine Coast Dinner, 6pm Sundowner Hotel
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All British Day - September 9
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 Stuart Cutting  ABN 63923624160  

0418547140,  8 Snowgum Crt, Ningi  
stuart.sjcutting@bigpond.com 

 Engine Tuning & Modifications 
 Body Restoration & Modifications 
 Gearboxes & Diffs 
 Machine Shop 

The test bench has many advantages 
 Uneven firing can be identified indicating 

any significant areas of concern. 

 Dwell angle can be set more accurately  

 Actual advance curve can be graphed and 
modified. 

 Vacuum advance can be tested. 
It can handle 4, 6 or 8 cylinder distributors, 
with either positive or negative earth. 

Distributor test bench for analysing  
distributor performance.  
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Matt and Bron’s Sprite Windscreen Woes
Bron and I drove down 1500 klms to the Victorian Sprite Nationals in mid March towing 
my red 1965 Sprite on a trailer borrowed from Nev Mansfield. We were attending the 4 day Pre - 
National event at Yackandandah 30 klms South of Wodonga. Got the car off the trailer and it was 
missing badly so I bought a set of spark plugs and as I was fitting them the real cause emerged - the 
lead from the distributor to the coil had come loose!

On the second day on my way for a 280 klm group tour I drove the Sprite 7 klms out of town and a 
passing car threw a stone to hit my “safety glass” windscreen making it hard to see through. 

On driving back 7 k’s I parked the car and when everyone arrived back in the afternoon I was put on 
to Bob Lomas who lived just out of town. I picked up a windscreen inside a frame which were both 
a bit damaged. So back at  the motel it was discussed that I had Shannons Comprehensive Insur-
ance and you can get a free windscreen yearly at no cost. So I took the Lomas’ screen back to him. 
The fellow Victorians said to me that  you will get the screen on insurance but not the windscreen 
rubbers (4 items).

I phoned Colin Dodds from Sprite Parts and he agreed to bring the new rubbers to the main event at 
Wodonga - which he did. The car sat on the trailer during the whole 4 day event and eventually the 
1500 klm trip home. When I got home I phoned Shannons to register my damage. They said “go to 
O’Briens”. I said I was going to another place called Moran Motor Glass nearby at Wakerley. They 
said “OK , You pay the bill and we will reimburse you (if it’s not exorbitant)”.

I phoned Moran and they said their autoclave oven was broken and would not be fixed for another 6 
weeks. They make windscreens and the oven is the last process. So after 5 weeks I took the frame 
for them to fit the screen with my new rubbers. To visit the factory I drove down a laneway with tall 
grass  growing out of pallets and other junkscattered about. I stopped at a door where the pallets 
had 100 broken windscreens as a result of their oven overheating at Christmas. Steptoe and Son 
come to mind.

The call came the next day that the screen was fitted in the frame and I went to pick it up and 
paid cash $395. I asked Geoff to write on the invoice “paid cash” - which he did. He also said that 
O’Briens would have charged $800. So I took it home and fitted the screen carefully by packing up 
the brackets completely with no gaps before tightening the 4 bolts. No cracked bottom corner of the 
windscreen the next day - success!

I had paid Sprite Parts $171 by EFT after I got home from Victoria and $395 cash for the screen. I 
emailed the 2 invoices to Shannons and a few days later they asked me to phone them. The opera-
tor asked if I had proof of payment. I said yes as the invoice said “paid cash”. I went round and round 
3 times and got a bit frustrated with the Indian. I asked to speak to his supervisor and got another 
Indian. He spoke better English and I said that he should phone Geoff at Moran and confirm the 
cash payment. He said to wait on hold while he phoned Moran. 
Two minutes later he confirmed that the claim would be paid so 
long as I had proof of paying Sprite Parts (which I did). It seems a 
common fraud attempt on insurance companies is to get a quote 
and then claim the one windscreen per year.

The windscreen is new, the car is running well and the lesson 
learned is that to pay cash and then claim on insurance can 
cause difficulties.

Matt Creagh
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Gold Coast Chapter Report
August Dinner Meeting - August 14
Nine club members attended our August dinner including new member John Hardy. Welcome to 
the Club John. We thought of trying another new venue for this month and the Nerang RSL was 
selected for a first time visit. A couple of us have been before and with my RSL membership card we 
all received a members discount on the meals and drinks. This certainly helps a little with the cost 
of keeping a Sprite on the road these days !! Unknown to me as the organiser, the Club is under 
going a building expansion which reduced the car park capacity but attendees found some space in 
the shopping centre car park across the road. It just happened to be a wet and dark night for those 
unfamiliar with the area. We will make another night there when the extensions are completed to 
give it our tick of approval.

September Meeting -September 18
After a couple of GC members had visited the Helensvale Tavern we all decided to give it a go for 
our September meeting. It is a fairly central location for members north and south of the coast and 
this was our first group meeting there. Eleven members attended with absences and apologies from 
Peter and Jo Fellows and Bruce and Sandra Roberts. Peter is still in recovery mode after a knee 
replacement but hopes to be back with us for the October meeting. Unfortunately Sandra has injured 
her leg ( two fractures to her lower leg) and was in the John Flynn hospital. We wish them both a 
speedy recovery and look forward to seeing them 
at our future dinners and outings. The food was 
a good standard and the prices also very reason-
able but the wait time for the meals was a little too 
long. They apparently had a cook/chef call in sick 
at the last moment resulting in the delays. I guess 
we can’t judge too hastily after only one visit. Our 
next meeting is scheduled to be at the Hope Is-
land Tavern but as it has been closed for several 
months for renovations we are not sure if this will 
be available...we will wait and see. 

Gary.
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For Sale - Spridgets & Parts.

Location : Hervey Bay. 

Contact: Kevin Sly 0410 124579.

_____________________________

For Sale: AH Sprite sized enclosed car trailer
PRICE REDUCTION: NOW JUST $2K  

Features: 
tandem axle 
electric brakes 
seven pin round connector with seven pin flat adaptor 
200AH AGM battery dated 10/6/21 
tyres dated 16th week, 2022 
4000kg electric winch 
interior and exterior LED lights.   
registered

Specs:    
Tare: 800kg 
GVM: 1990kg 
car space dimensions: 
3360mm long x 1555mm wide x 1335mm high

Condition is suitable for immediate use.  Last service including new bearings in 2022, less 
than 1,000km covered since then.
Contact: Nick on 0411077155

The MG Car Club Midget Register December Car of the Month will be my ‘62 Midget (Annie)
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Regalia
					     MENS POLO 			   	

		  SHIRTS   $45     Sizes S – 5XL
		  LADIES POLO SHIRTS  $45    
		  Sizes 8 - 18		

UNISEX LONG SLEEVE POLO SHIRTS    
$45
SIZES SMALL TO 5XL
COLORS – BLACK, YELLOW, NAVY, 
RED AND WHITE
SUN PROTECTION SHIRT – UPF 50

MENS OUTDOOR LONG SLEEVE SHIRT     $85   
SIZE XXS-7XL
LADIES OUTDOOR LONG SLEEVE SHIRT    $85  SIZE 8-24
AVAILABLE IN GREEN, BLUE, SAND, NAVY AND BLACK
UPF 50

	 				  

BUCKET HATS    $25
       SIZES  M/L AND L/XL

	 	               FLAT CAPS $28.00

  

CAPS  $28.00   AVAILABLE IN 
BLACK  OR MAROON AND 
GOLD             

		
	
           

                                                                 
BEANIES   $15                       KEY RINGS $15                                                     	
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CAR FLAG   $20

        
			   				  
		
			   	
									       
			   GRILL 					   
		            BADGE  $35                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                      
   

   
CLOTH SEW ON  BADGE  $10  AVAILABLE BLACK OR WHITE   

                                  
 

                                 
50 YEAR GRILLE BADGE                                                             
$20					     50 YEAR				  
					     CLOTH GRILLE BADGE  $15

			 
			 

		  IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PURCHASE ANY REGALIA,
PLEASE EMAIL ME AT regalia@spritecarclub.com                                                                                                           
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Cars & Coffee Events – held monthly 
View or bring your own muscle, classic, vintage, exotic, hstoric, rare and/or race cars and bikes. 
It is a great opportunity for like-minded enthusiasts to meet and enjoy a delicious cup of coffee 
and talk about all things motoring related. All types of cars and bikes are encouraged and wel-

come to join these family orientat-ed events.

BRISBANE 
Coorparoo: 1st Saturday of each month, from 7:30am, Samios Foods, 37 Turbo Drive Coorpa-

roo Taigum: 3rd Saturday of each month, from 6:30am, Taigum Square, 217 Beams Rd, Taigum. 
https://www.carsandcoffeebrisbane.com/

BRISBANE NORTH & NORTH WEST 
North Lakes: 3rd Saturday of each month, 7-9am 21 Torres Cres North Lakes https://motoring 

diary.com.au/event/cars-and-coffee-north-lakes/ 
Samford: 2nd Sunday of each month, from 7:30am, Shop 14, 19 Main Street, Samford Village 

https://www.bgsclassiccars.com.au/carsandcoffee

SUNSHINE COAST 
Coolum: 1st Saturday of each month, 7-10am at the German Bakehouse, 54 Junction Rd, Coolum 
Beach. (Also open next door for a $5 entry fee is the private car collection of Frank Carroll and the 

Sir Henry Royce Foundation.) https://www. facebook.com/carsandcoffeesunshinecoast/ https://
www.facebook.com/german-bakehousecoolumcafe/

GOLD COAST
Monthly coffee catch is back at Ormeau on the LAST SUNDAY of the month. Plenty of 

carparking and a great coffee kiosk right there in the carpark in the middle of it all. The cafe has 
gone through a complete renovation with plenty of seating and shaded areas. 

Currumbin: 1st Sunday of each month, 8-11am, 639 Currumbin Creek Rd, Currumbin https://
cartorque.co/car-shows/cars-and-coffee-currumbin-valley-qld-3535

NORTHERN NSW 
Byron Bay: 2nd Sunday of each month, 8:30-11:30, The Farm at Byron Bay, 11 Ewingsdale Rd, 
Ewingsdale (approx. 5 minutes drive from Byron Bay). There is a $2 donation per car to cover 

costs. http://byronbayspeedshop.com/cars-and-coffee-byron-bay/

NOTE: Always check with the Club Website and/or Facebook page for any last- minute changes 
to the events or any new events which may not be included here. COVID 19 may have affected 

these events

21



This has been scanned from the March 1998 edition of Classic and Sport Car.  Mike Dwyer
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